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Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 o.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 6z13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) &13 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) _ — are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 21 May 2002 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 
1 1 )U The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S C § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)l3 All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 6-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 6-9 are vague and indefinite with respect to how the dominant direction of 
electric current being mainly oriented to coincide with the direction of the forced 
compression has anything to do with the method of producing a carbon 
electrode. The examiner is taking the position that this concept does not 
correspond with the method of producing the carbon electrode and therefore, 
examination of the claims will not be based on this concept. 
Claims 10-13 are vague and indefinite with respect to there being at least on 
electrical connector arranged in the electrode. The examiner can not find this 
concept in the instant specification. Clarification is requested. 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
3 . ? W u iu 1 P ertams ' or with whicn it 's most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
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one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Newly added claims 10-13 have the subject 
matter with respect to there being at least one electrical connector that is arranged in 
the electrode in such a manner that the dominant direction of electric current in relation 
to the carbon electrode, when in use mainly does not coincide with the direction of the 
forced compression. The examiner can not find this concept anywhere in the 
specification or in the original claims as set forth. Therefore, the addition of these newly 
submitted claims appear to be "new matter". 

Specification 

The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a 
utility application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 

As provided in 37 CFR 1 .77(b), the specification of a utility application should 
include the following sections in order. The following section headings should be placed 
before each respective portion of the specification: 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION. 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

(c) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 

(1) Field of the Invention. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(d) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 

(e) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S) 

(f) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

(g) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet) 

(h) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 10/070,374 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1746 * 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

nlHH 'T! nti °K n f was t d u escribed in a P at ent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
hi l 0re f ^., m ^ ton thereof by the applicant for P atent - or on an international application 
nL 1 S l UM l d th V e(,uirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
6. Claims 6 and 1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
Hori et al (6,353,528). 

Hori et al disclose a process for manufacturing a solid activated carbon suitable 
for use as an electrode. See abstract. The process for manufacturing the carbon 
comprises molding a molding material consisting of an activated carbon pwder 
and/or activated carbon fiber , a PVA or a resin derived from PVA or a mixture of 
PVA or a resin derived from PVA and a mesophase using a known molding 
method, aging the molded compact in air and heat treating the aged compact in a 
non-oxidizing atmosphere. The mixture is either dry pressed or roll formed. See 
col. 5, lines 63-67. Various method of molding the carbon material can be used, 
such as compression molding. See col. 9, lines 46-51. The molded carbon is 
aged and heat treated to promote sufficient carburization of the resin and to 
advance calcinations of the neck portion of the activated carbon powder or fiber 
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thereby imparting sufficient strength to the solid activated carbon. See col. 9, line 
65 -col. 10, line 3. 

Hon et al anticipates the applicant's instant invention as set forth in claims 6 and 
10. The prior art of Hori et al discloses producing a solid activated carbon to be 
used as an electrode that is forced compressed in a molding method and is 
carburized and calcinated to form the activated carbon material. The finished 
activated carbon material as set forth in applicant's instant claim as set forth is 
anticipated by that of the Hori et al patent, since the green carbon is molded and 
compressed in the same manner as applicant's instant invention and then is 
carburized and calcined to form the final product which will be the same as that 
produced by applicant's since the same procedures are used. In claim 10, the 
one electrical connector appears to be the carbon powder or fibers, since carbon 
is known to be an electrical material. Therefore, the prior art of Hori et al 
anticipates the applicant's instant invention as set forth. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Bruce F. Bell whose telephone number is 571-272-1296. 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:30 AM - 3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on 571 272-1414. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

RFR 

S u. <r Bruce F - Bell 

November 1 5, 2004 Primary Examjner 

Art Unit 1746 



